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FAO FOR A WORLD WITHOUT HUNGER In this issue: 

FSL Sector Update: Blue Nile 
This month’s Food Security and 
Livelihoods Sector meeting was 
briefed on the recent rapid food 
security assessment in Blue Nile 
conducted by the World Food 
Programme. WFP Programme Officer 
Ms Selamawit Ogbachristos told the 
meeting that the assessment held in 
March and April in five of the state’s 
six localities was able to verify that 
84,000 people are in need of urgent 
food assistance. This includes 58,000 
Internally Displaced Persons, 13,400 
returnees and 12,400 conflict-affected 
returnees. It is estimated that an 
additional 11,000 IDPs remain in the 
Damazine locality bringing the total 
number of people requiring 
immediate humanitarian assistance to 
95,000. WFP is responding to the food 
needs by providing two months’ 
immediate full rations to IDPs and 
returnees and a 50 per cent ration to 
those who are conflict-affected. The 
food basket includes cereals, pulses 
and salt.   

Buying Locally 
WFP also briefed the meeting on its 
purchasing of locally-produced food 
for food assistance and aid 
distribution, rather than solely relying 
on food imports. The agency spent 
US$139 million in Sudan over the last 
12 years on local food purchases, 
primarily white sorghum (feterita 
variety) and iodised salt. Non-food 
items such as cooking pots and water 
tanks are also locally procured. All 
purchases are done through a 
competitive tender process with 
short-listed local suppliers.  

In 2004, 120,000 tonnes of food was 
purchased locally in Sudan. Since then 
there have been peaks and troughs 
due to factors such as whether there 
has been a confirmed surplus, the 
harvest quality and the availability of 
the crops in terms of storage and 
bagging. Another constraint for local 
buying is having available funds at the 
right time, when surpluses are 
available just after harvest. 
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Desert Locust Campaign p3 

Making Progress in Kassala p4 

Mapping Livelihoods Zones 
The FSL sector was also briefed on the 
project to update Sudan’s livelihood 
zones map, a process that is being led 
by FEWSNET (Famine Early Warning 
System Network). FEWSNET’s 
National Technical Manager Mr 
Abdulrahim Norein told the meeting, 
“Livelihoods are evolving in Sudan 
because of fighting, economic 
changes and patterns of consumption. 
It is evolving and requires updates”. A 
team made up of staff from 
FEWSNET, USAID, FAO, WFP, 
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UNICEF, Oxfam America, the federal 
Ministry of Health and federal and 
state Ministries of Agriculture began 
field work in late April to verify and 
pilot profiling of five livelihood zones 
in North Kordofan. The field work is 
expected to be completed by mid-
May after which findings will be 
presented to the FSL sector. 
 
Sudan is divided into 19 livelihood 
zones within which people share 
broadly the same means of 
production and broadly the same 
patterns of trade or exchange. Local 
factors such as climate, soil and access 
to markets influence these livelihood 
patterns. The zones range from South 
Kordofan’s cattle dominant agro-
pastoralists to northern Sudan’s 
riverine small-scale cultivation, and 
from North Darfur’s tobacco district in 
the west to Kassala’s flood-retreat 
cultivation and Red Sea’s coastal 
fishing in the east. Livelihoods 
profiling is useful in predicting where 
and when food shortages and famine 
will occur when hazards strike, 
thereby helping prevent humanitarian 
disasters. 
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ABOVE: FEWSNET’s Livelihoods Zones National Map for Sudan, funded by USAID and compiled with 
FAO and WFP.  See it online here: www.fews.net/docs/Publications/SD_Livelihoods.pdf 
 

 

 

 

Information for Food Security 
New Project Launched 
FAO and the European Union in collaboration with the Government of Sudan have 
officially launched a new €8.6 million ($US11.2 million) programme to improve food 
security information analysis and related policy implementation in Sudan. The three-
year Food Security Policy and Strategy Capacity Building Programme (FSPS) operates in 
Red Sea, Kassala, Gedaref and Blue Nile states and aims to strengthen the capacity of 
government line ministries and Food Security Technical Secretariats in each of the four 
target states. 
 
The Federal Undersecretary of the Ministry of Agriculture Mr Mohammed Hassan 
Jubara attended this month’s launch workshop in Khartoum. “We appreciate very 
much the efforts of FAO and the EU in supporting Sudan in general and the Ministry of 
Agriculture especially,” he said. The EU Delegation’s Head of the Rural Development, 
Food Security and Economic Relations Section Mr Joachim Knoth said, “If we work 
together this programme can help secure food security and reduce poverty in Sudan – 
this is what matters”.  
 
 

FSPS Launch Workshop in Khartoum 
 

http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/SD_Livelihoods.pdf
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Protecting Crops and Pastures 
FAO has delivered eight vehicle-mounted pesticide sprayers to the Plant 
Protection Directorate (PPD) of the federal Ministry of Agriculture and 
Irrigation (MoAI) as part of the effort to prevent new swarms of desert locusts 
along the Nile Valley in Northern and River Nile states.  
 
The sprayers allow more areas currently infested with hoppers (wingless 
nymphs) to be sprayed with Ultra-Low Volume pesticides. The ongoing 
spraying operations help protect agricultural production, pastures and related 
food security in the affected states.   
 
In April, the PPD field teams found some groups of adult locusts were 
continuing to lay eggs, and hatchings also continued. 
 
The PPD’s current resources such as spare parts, HF radios, camping 
equipment, generators and pesticide pumps are in short supply and need to be 
restocked or replaced in order to maintain field operations and prevent a food 
security emergency. 
 
Approximately US$1 million is needed urgently to continue the control efforts 
over the next six months. 
 

Emergency Desert Locust Response 
   

 
 

ABOVE:  FAO Representative a.i. Mr  Charles 
Agobia (left) at the delivery of eight vehicle-
mounted sprayers to the Director General of the 
Ministry of Agriculture’s Plant Protection 
Directorate Mr Khidir Gibril Musa. 
 
BELOW: Black hoppers or wingless nymphs have 
formed large bands or groups in cropping areas 
along the Nile Valley in Northern and River Nile 
states. Crops and pasture are vulnerable to  attack 
when the nymphs reach maturity.  
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CONTACT US 

To subscribe or inquire contact FAO Sudan’s Communications 
Officer Ms Zoie Jones via Zoie.Jones@FAO.org 

 

 
 

TOP: A Farmer-Trainer (right) showing a project beneficiary improved 
vegetable seeds for irrigated horticulture production in Aroma locality.   
MIDDLE: New Irrigation channels that were established in collaboration 
with Kassala’s  Horticulture Department. 
BELOW: A farmer attending to a newly established tomato plot.  

Project Update 
Integrated Food Security in Kassala State 
 

The Integrated Food Security Project (IFSP) has achieved 
several recent milestones in its first four months of 
implementation. The US$10 million project is funded by 
the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) 
and implemented by FAO and UNIDO (United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization) in collaboration 
with Kassala’s Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Irrigation 
and Livestock. It aims to achieve sustainable food security 
by improving communities’ agricultural productivity, their 
linkages to markets and their practical livelihood skills for 
increased income. The project has six main areas of 
activity: irrigated horticulture, fisheries, sunflowers as a 
cash crop, water-harvesting for sorghum production and 
improvement of livestock routes. 
 
Recent achievements include the Horticulture Cluster’s 
establishment of eight irrigated gardening blocks on the 
banks of the River Atbara. They are being used to train 
poor farmers and young people in horticulture, vocational 
skills, marketing and procurement of essential equipment.  
Five women’s development centres are also being 
established which will provide a place to train women in 
income-generating activities such as kitchen gardening. 
Fifteen Farmer-Trainers from Kassala’s larger private 
farms have also been deployed to the target villages in 
order to provide village-based farmer-to-farmer extension 
education. 
 
In the Fisheries Cluster a participatory fisheries value chain 
analysis has been conducted and representatives of the 
fishing villages and the Fisheries Administration were 
taken on an exposure visit to other fishing communities in 
the Khartoum, Blue Nile and White Nile states, and to boat 
factories and fishing gear suppliers. A similar exposure visit 
was held for prospective sunflower farmers from the Gash 
Scheme who were taken to three oil milling companies in 
Medani and to the Agricultural Research Corporation to 
talk to researchers on the opportunities and challenges in 
the production of sunflowers, soybeans and safflower.  
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